
1.	 What do all insects have? Tick two. 
   wings 
   antennae 
   an exoskeleton

2.	 Find and copy the word that describes 
animals with no backbone. 
                                           

3.	 Number the words from 1-3 to show the 
order that they appear in the text. 

   entomologist 
   environments 
   thorax

4.	 Why do you think it is important for 
insects to have an exoskeleton to protect 
their soft bodies? 
�  
�  

�

Questions

There are millions of species of insects on 
Earth. Insects have adapted to survive in most 
environments so they all look very different. 
Insects are invertebrates. This means they don’t 
have a backbone. They have an exoskeleton. 
This is an external layer that protects their soft 
bodies. Many insects have two pairs of wings.

How to Recognise an Insect

All insects have three main body parts.  
These are a head, a thorax and an abdomen.

They have three pairs of jointed legs.

They have two antennae.

Did You Know…? 

A person who 
studies insects 
is called an 
entomologist.
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Answers
1.	 What do all insects have? Tick two. 

   wings 
   antennae 
   an exoskeleton

2.	 Find and copy the word that describes 
animals with no backbone. 
invertebrates

3.	 Number the words from 1-3 to show the 
order that they appear in the text. 
3    entomologist 
1    environments 
2    thorax

4.	 Why do you think it is important for 
insects to have an exoskeleton to protect 
their soft bodies? 
Pupil’s own responses, such as: I think 
it is important for insects to have an 
exoskeleton because it would be easier 
for predators to eat them without one.

There are millions of species of insects on 
Earth. Insects have adapted to survive in most 
environments so they all look very different. 
Insects are invertebrates. This means they don’t 
have a backbone. They have an exoskeleton. 
This is an external layer that protects their soft 
bodies. Many insects have two pairs of wings.

How to Recognise an Insect

All insects have three main body parts.  
These are a head, a thorax and an abdomen.

They have three pairs of jointed legs.

They have two antennae.

Did You Know…? 

A person who 
studies insects 
is called an 
entomologist.
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